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Refugees and asylum seekers

During the night of 14-15 February 2006, 10 asylum-seekers from Uzbekistan, who had been seeking international protection in Ukraine, were forcibly returned to Uzbekistan by the Ukrainian authorities. The Uzbekistani authorities had issued extradition warrants for 11 asylum-seekers in Ukraine on the grounds that they had allegedly participated in the Andizhan events in Uzbekistan on 13 May 2005. Ten of them were forcibly returned, but one asylum-seeker was reportedly allowed to stay as he had relatives in Ukraine. The fate of the deported-asylum seekers remains unknown (for more information, see Ukraine: Ten asylum-seekers forcibly returned to Uzbekistan, AI Index: EUR 50/001/2006). Amnesty International is concerned that they are at risk of serious human rights violations in Uzbekistan, including incommunicado detention, torture or other ill-treatment, and a flagrantly unfair trial followed by either long prison sentences or even the death penalty. In a news conference on 2 March 2006, the chairman of the State Committee for Nationalities and Migration, Serhiy Rudyk, admitted that proper deportation procedures had not been followed in this case, because the individuals were deported before the deadline for appeals against the expulsion had expired. The security services and the president’s administration both defended the action on the grounds that the Uzbek asylum seekers had been members of a terrorist organization.  
The UNHCR had expressed concern that full and fair asylum procedures had not been followed including the right to appeal. Amnesty International wrote to President Yushchenko on 2 March asking for assurances that Ukraine would not conduct such refoulements in violation of international human rights standards in the future. At the time of writing no substantive reply has been received. 
Torture and Ill-treatment

Update to Time for Action: Torture and ill-treatment in police detention (AI Index: EUR 50/004/2005).
There has been no further progress in the six cases of alleged torture or other ill-treatment that featured in Amnesty International’s September 2005 report, only two cases have resulted in the prosecution of some of the police officers concerned. In December 2005, Amnesty International wrote to the General Prosecutor (with a copy to the Minister of the Interior) to raise four further cases that we had received. In its reply to our letter the Ministry of the Interior concluded that in all four cases the detainees had falsely accused police officers of ill-treatment in order to avoid conviction for the crimes they had committed. However, the reply did not give any details of the investigations that had been carried out or how the Ministry came to this conclusion. In the September 2005 report AI identified the problem that detainees are not informed of or aware of their rights. In April 2006, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Yury Lutsenko, issued an order that all detainees must be informed of their rights. At the time of writing the police had not yet received instructions on how to carry this out. 

Conditions in Pre-Trial Detention 

Tuberculosis

According to the World Health Organization, Ukraine has an estimated tuberculosis (TB) case rate of 95 cases per year per 100,000 people, which is the eighth highest in Europe and Eurasia. In a country with a very high rate of TB, overcrowding and poor conditions in pre-trial detention have led to a high rate of infection among detainees. In an e-mail to Amnesty International in January 2006 the Sevastopol Human Rights Group reported that there were 30 – 40 TB infected detainees in the Sevastopol temporary holding facility (ITT) in the Crimea. These people are detained for the full period of their pre-trial detention in the ITT, in violation of the Criminal Procedural Code, because of a long-standing practice that the nearest pretrial detention centre (SIZO) in Simferopol will not accept detainees infected with TB.  In January 2006, 20 TB-infected detainees were being held in a cell designed for six people. They are provided with drugs, but reportedly they do not receive special food or the vitamins needed to counteract the effects of the drugs. 

Arbitrary detention
In June 2006, AI wrote to the General Prosecutor concerning the case of Amir Kubulov, a Russian citizen, who has been detained since 23 August 2004 awaiting extradition to Kazakhstan for a crime he allegedly committed there. Amnesty International is concerned that Amir Kubulov is being detained arbitrarily in violation of Article 5 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR). The court decision for the detention of Amir Kubulov expired on 12 October 2005. Amnesty International is further concerned that if extradited to Kazakstan, Amir Kubulov may face human rights violations including torture and other ill-treatment and unfair trial. AI also believes that in extraditing him the Ukrainian government may be in violation of the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. There is a risk that if returned to Kazakstan, Amir Kubulov will be sentenced to death after an unfair trial. There is currently a moratorium on the death penalty in place in Kazakstan, but death sentences continue to be handed down. 
‘Disappearance’ of Georgiy Gongadze (Update to AI Index: EUR 01/012/2005)

At the time of writing, the trial against three police officers accused of carrying out the murder of the investigative journalist Georgiy Gongadze was ongoing. 
Anti-semitism

At a conference of Chabad rabbis held in May, Ukrainian rabbis called on the authorities to adopt legislation against anti-semitism and stated in the conference resolution: “Unfortunately, we do not see any adequate or unequivocal response towards manifestations of xenophobia from the Ukrainian authorities.”  In the period January to June 2006, the Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union reported four anti-semitic attacks on individuals and 12 other incidents including vandalism of Jewish synagogues and schools. In March, a group of youths attacked a Yeshiva student on the Kiev metro, but he was able to defend himself with a legally registered air gun. The attackers have been charged with ‘hooliganism’. The victim was a friend of Mordechai Molozhenov, a student at the same Yeshiva who was stabbed in August 2005 in Kiev and has since recovered. Vladimir Katzman, the editor of the Kiev newspaper Stolichnye Novosti was attacked and severely beaten on 9 April and subsequently received death threats. The newspaper had run a series of articles about anti-semitism and xenophobia in Ukraine. On 20 April, a 20 year-old Israeli student, Chaim Gorbov, was attacked in Dnipropetrovsk. 
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